Victim Witness Services

The Merced County District Attorney’s Victim
Witness Assistance Program can assist you
and your family in dealing with the effects
associated with being a victim or witness
of gang crime. Here are a few of the many
services provided through the Victim Witness
Assistance Program:

Meeting immediate needs of victims or
witnesses such as food, clothing, and lodging;
and directing victims to other community
resources which can offer assistance and
comfort.

ori . Criminal Justice § :
Explainingthe criminaljustice systemincluding
information about individual cases.

Restitution Information: Helping to obtain

court ordered restitution from offenders.

Court Support: If and when you are required

to appear in court, you will be accompanied by
a victim/witness advocate if desired.

Financial Assistance: Assisting the victim in
submitting the necessary application forms to
receive compensation for eligible costs. Losses
which may be covered include:

* Funeral /Burial
* Counseling

* Medical/Dental
* Wage/Income
* Job Retraining

* Replacement of Property

ARE YOU A
VICTIM OR WITNESS
OF A GANG CRIME?

If you or a loved one have been a victim
of a crime or witnessed a gang crime, the
Merced County District Attorney’s Victim
Witness Assistance Program may be able
to help you . The Program understands the
complexity of gang related crimes and the
effects it can have on victims or witnesses
and their families. We are committed
to providing you and your family with
information and services.

Merced County District Attorney’s
Victim Witness Assistance Unit

550 W. Main Street
Merced, CA 95340
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(209) 385-7385 [

WE CAN HELP

There are many community resources
available for Merced County youth. Such
programs as the Boys and Girls Club, Law
Enforcement Explorer programs and
activity leagues give kids a safe haven from
the streets. For a list of many programs
designed especially for kids, log on to the
Merced County District Attorneys website

at www.co.merced.ca.us/da.

Fight Gangs

Keep your Kids in School

A Message from the District Attorney

As District Attorney, | know the best
crime prevention tool is still a solid
education. Keeping your kids in school
at least through high school is the
single greatest contribution you can
make to their future.

Help us help you
keep your kids
in school, off the
streets and out
of gangs.

Larry D. Morse 11
Merced County District Attorney
(209) 385-7381
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