M% SB 244 Analysis: Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (Admin Review Draft)
COUNTY

DISADVANTAGED UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITIES

INTRODUCTION

This section describes the existing conditions, evaluation methodolgyequdtory framework of
Senate Bill 2443B 249, as itpertains to Merced County.

KEY TERMS

Community. An inhabited area within a city or county that is comprised of no less than 10 dwelling units
adjacent or in close proximity to one another.

Dibromochloropropane (DBCP). A soil fumigant used prior to 1979

Disadvantaged Unincorporated Community (DUC) A fringe, island, or legacy community in which
the median household income is 80 percent or less than the statewide median household income.

Domestic Water UseWater used for household purposed such as dgnkirod preparation, bathing,
washing clothes, dishes, and animals, flushing toilets, and watering lawns and gardens.

Effluent. Treated wastewater that is discharged from a wastewater treatment facility.

Fringe Community. Any inhabited and unincorporatéede r r i t ory t hat i s within tfF
influence.

Island Community. Any inhabited and unincorporated territory that is surrounded or substantially
surrounded by one or more cities or by one or more cities and a county boundary or the Pacific Ocean.

Legacy Community. A geographically isolatednhabited, and unincorporatedmmunityoutside a city
Sphere of Influencthat is inhabited and has existed for at least 50 years.

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).A commission within each couniy Californiathat

reviews and evaluates all proposals for formation of special districts, incorporation of cities, annexation to
speci al di stricts or cities, consolidation of dis
LAFCO is empowered tapprove, disapprove, or conditionally approve such propddadsMerced

County LAFCOis made up of two members of the County Board of Supervisorsnemabers from

cities in the county, andonepublic memberThere are also three alternate members gact from the

County, city, and public.

Million Gallons per Day (mgd). A rate of flow of water equal to 133,680.56 cubic feet per day, 1.5742
cubic feet per second, or 3.0689 aferet per day. A flow of one million gallons per day for one year
equals 1,120 acteet (365 million gallons).

Municipal Service Review (MSR).A study conductedhy LAFCOfor a city, county, or special district
that examines all public service needs for the area and recommends action to promote the efficient
provision of public services.

Potable Water.Water of a quality suitable for drinking.

Recharge.Re-supplying of water to the aquifer. Rechaageurs naturallyrom snowmelt and
stormwater runoffRechargecan also occur through artificial processes that redirect reclaimed water or
water from natural sources into aquifers.

Sanitary Sewer.Pipes, pump stationspanholesand othefacilities that convey untreated (raw)
wastewater from various sources to wastewater treatment facilities.

Sphere of Influence (SOI).The probable physical boundaries and service area of a local agency, as
determined by the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).
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Stormwater. Precipitation that accumulates in natural and/or constructed storage and stormwater systems
during and immedialy following a storm event.

Surface WaterWat er t hat is on the earth’'s surface, such

Tertiary Treatment. Treatment of wastewater that follows secondary treatment and involves a filtration
or membrane process@&sremove fine suspended and colloidal material, thus providing a more advanced
level of treatment plan secondary to treatment alone.

Wastewater.Sewage (either treated or untreated) from residential, commercial, industrial, and
institutional sources.

Water Table. The top of the water surface in the saturated part of an aquifer.

Well (water). An artificial excavation put down by any method for the purposes of withdrawing water
from underground aquifers. A bored, drilled, or driven shaft or a dug hole wapteis greater than the
largest surface dimension and whose purpose is to reach underground water.supplies

WWTF. Abbreviation for wastewater treatment facility.

REGULATORY SETTING

Senate Bill 244 Disadvantaged Communities (Government Code Section 65302. 5enate

Bill (SB) 244 requires, on or before the next due date for the next adoption of its housing
element, a city or county to review and update the land use element of its general plan to
identify, in the case of a city, each unincorporated islandonfge communi ty wit hir
Sphere of Influence (SOI), and in the case of a county, each legacy community within the
boundaries of the county, but excluding any area within the SOI of any city. The general plan
must include for identified communiti@sdescription of the community; a map designating its
location; an analysis of water, wastewater, stormwater drainage, and structural fire protection
needs or deficiencies; and an analysis of benefit assessment districts or other financing
alternatives thiacould make the extension of services financially feasible. It also requires that on
or before the due date for each subsequent revision of its housing element, each city and county
review, and if necessary amend its general plan to update this analysis.

CorteseKnox-Hertzberg Local GovernmentReorganization Act of 2000The Cortese
Knox-Hertzberg Local GovernmeReorganization Act of 2000 requires California Local

Agency FormatiolC o mmi s s i 0 n)'tosconfluct me&nCifal service reviews for specified
public agencies undeheir jurisdiction. One aspect of municipal service review is to evaluate an
agency’ s ab public services withimpits oltimate service area. A municipal service
review is required before agency can update its spheranffuence.This law also povided

major revisions to LAFC@rocedures in processing boundary changes for cities anailspeci
districts, and required LAFC@pproval before agencies can provide services outside their city or
district boundaries.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Senate Bill 244%B 244 was passed in 2011, requiring municipalities to address the inherent
inequalities between unincorporated communities. The bill seeks the assessment of access to
vital public services and thevaluation of theurrent statef the infrastructure that these
communities rely uporSB 244requires that the assessment of these unincorporated
communities be done before the adoption of its housing element. Government Code (GC)
Section 65302.10. (a). states that each city and coewigw and update the land use element of
its general plan, based on available data, including, but not limited to, the data and analysis
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developed pursuant to Section 56430, of unincorporated island, fringe, or legacy communities
inside or near its boumadies.

Methodology

As part of theSB 244evaluation process to determine whethgrincorporated communities are
disadvantaged set of criterianust besatisfied.Local LAFCOsin conjunction with City ad
County governmenisinalyzethese criterido deermine whether a community is an island,
fringe, or legacy community. Counties are only required to identify legacy commu bl
on the following

> >y Dy D>

>\

The legacy communitig locatedoutside the City Limits anthe SOl of a city.
The legacy communitgnust have been inhabited for at least 50 years
Thecommunitymustconsistof at least 10 dwelling unithat areclose to each other.

The community must have a median household income of 80 percent or less than the statewide
average.

If the community mesatall of these requirementie Countymust therpreparean analysis of
access to public services, status of the infrastructure and whether it is adequately serving the
populationto determine whether it isdisadvantagednincorporateccommunity (DUC)

Merced County SB 244 Evaluation Method

The evaluation methdoegan bynarrowingdown which unincorporated communities were
located outside th8OI of incorporated citiegn Merced CountyWithin Censuslock groups, a
density analysis, as well as, aerijpbschecking was completed to locate clusters of residential
development that consisted of 10 or more dwelling units within close proximity of each other.

The methodology used to determine close proximity was that suggested by Policy Link, which
calculatel a density scale of at 250 pargets squaremile. Upon identifyinghe clusters that
gualified, the 2000 Census block group datasets, along with the American Community Survey
(ACS) for 2014 were utilized to narrow down which of these pockets of development were
constructed over 50 years ago.

The communities outside the spheres were thalyaed using the 2000 Census to determine the
median income, and that it met the requirement of being below 80 percent of the state median
household income (MHI)ALt the time of the2000 Census, theported statewide MHI was

$47,493 meaning that a commity with a MHI of $37,994 or lessyould qualify for the income
limits asa disadvantagednincorporatedommunity.

In order to further refine the datd,S. Census block group da&ds from the 2000 Censwsre

used tocompare the income status of lobaluseholds relative to households across the state.
The census block groups were derived from census tracts, which typically cover a large
geographic area, encompassihagh unincorporated communities andorporated cities. The
block groups provide statical data for a more refined area, which aids in determining the
median lousehold income (MHI) foclusters of deMepment that were not recognized as Census
Designated Places (CDP) as of 2000 or are not part of currently recognized CDPs.
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Based on theasearch from the U.S. Census, American Community Survey, and mapping tools,
it has been concluded that Merced County has
communities.

MERCED COUNTY DISADVANTAGED UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITIES

Planada

Location and Service Providers

Planada is located in eastern Merced Cousipyroximately seven miles FStsss
east of the City of Merced alor@plifornia State Rout#40. Its
boundaries are coterminous with fAkanada Census Designated Place.
Planada encompassapproximatelp45acres Water service is provided
by the Planada Community Services Dist(fetanadaCSD). The District
alsoowns and operatesveastewater treatment plafW/WTP) located
southwest of the communitifire Service in Planada is provided by the
Merced CountyFire DepartmentMerced County manages a communit
wide stormwater system through Zones of Benefit under the County
Service Area No. 1.

Planada

The Planada CSDrpvides domestic water th227 connection&,500 residentdyom the
Merced Groundwater Basirsing sixpressure tanks arsilx groundwater wells with depths
ranging from 296 to 370 feawith a production capacity of 4.32 mgthe average usage is
approximately 0.97 mgd. Domestic groundwater is treated by chlorinationgh a water
transmission system and is delivered to residents through 12 miles of @pimgntly the peak
hour demand is reaching capacity, at 92 perddm.service is adequate for the current
population, but in order to accommodate future groatteast one more well will need to be
added to the system.

Wastewater Planada CSD provides wastewater service to approximately 1,811 connections, although s
connections serve multiple units on a parcel, and the district estimates 1,383 dwellingetmits
served as of 2015. Under order of the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
District has to abandon their old treatment plant and construct a new modern plant. The ne
started construction in 2015 and is expected to be opeahin early 2017. The maximum
capacity in Phase | of the new wastewater treatment plartSsr@d Phase | includes capacity
for all existing development in the community and 150 new units. The total average monthl
inflow at the existing wastewater plant was estimated to range between 0.45 to 0.50 gpd as
2011 by the District engineers.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is provided through roadside ditefieand gutter, as
well ason-site private drainage pondehrough a combination of grant funds and loans, the
County constructed a positive storm drainage system icaimenunity and installed a dual use
drainage pond/recreational area on the southwest side of the community to discharge the
stormwaterThis has led to less ponding and localized flogdinringlarge rain everst

Fire Protection Merced County Fir®epartment provides fire protection with the operation of Station #86,
located in Planada. Planada is designated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, which refers to
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
charactestics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Categ
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residential uses upwarddwélfiig units
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of seven minutes from initig
dispatch.

Water
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Service Deficiencies

The PlanadaCSDwaterservice currently is sufficient, but may become deficient due to groundwater overdratft in
the future. The five wellsthat pump domestic watés Planada are being pumped from whatGladifornia
Department of Water Resourd@WR) considers a high pridsi groundwater asin due to the seververdraft

from both urban and agricultural uséscording toDWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a
rate of 54,000 acrteet per year (afy) for urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural lisesnjunction with the
recent yearsf drought pumpinggroundwater has causground subsidence in the basin vicinity. The Plar@8B
WWTP has also reached capacityhile existing customers receive sufficient service, limitev connectionsan

be ad@dto the systemHowever, he Planada CSD is currently in the process of expanding the WWagtewater
service will be sufficient once the new plant is constructed and operational imvilmaximum capacity of

0.75 mgd Fire emergency services Rlanadare sufficient. There are no known localized flooding issues.

Winton

Location and Service Providers

Wintonis located ircentralMerced County, approximately seven
miles northwesibf the City of Mercedgand onemile north of the City
of Atwaterlts boundarieare coterminouwith the Winton Census
Designated Plac&Vinton encompasses approximatély284acres
Water service is provided by the Winton Water and Sanitary Districgs
(WWSD). The Districtcurrentlyrelies ontreatment of wastewater by
the City of Atwater. Fire Service in Winton is provided by the Mercef
County Fire Departmenklerced County manages a communitigle
stormwater system through Zones of Benefit under the County Ser
Area No. 1.

Winton

The Winton Water and Sanitary District (WWSD) provides domestic water to 2,982 connec
(8,990 residents) from the Merced Groundwater Basin using three groundwater wells, with
ranging from 285 to 935 feet. The production capacity of the thrde iwedurrently 6.05 mgd.
Water The daily average usage is approximately 1.56 mgd,amtmnual average usage of
approximately 569.3 million gallons. The existing service is adequate to meet the demand {
current population, but in order to accommodatggated future growth, additional infrastructu
will need to be added.

Wastewater The WWSD does not own and operateastewater treatment facilifwWwTF). The WWSD
collects wastewater from its 2,969 connections and transports it to the City of Atwater for
treatment. The Atwater Wastewater Treatment Plant has reserved a portion (1 mgd) of its
designed capacity for t heThdlastaneasuree setver fiofv rald
the Atwater Wastewater Treatment Plant was 0.71 mgd back in 2006. The existing service
adequately meeting demand, but with substantial future growth anticipated, the WWSD is
considering the construction of its owedtment facility.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is provided through roadside ditches, curb and gutte
well as onsite private drainage pondehe County Public Works Department maintains the ba
through a property tax assessment on ind
identified.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operatiStation #88,
located in Winton. Winton is designated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, which refers to th
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a MercedyC6re Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Categ
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling
an acre, with an anticipated average myaacy response time of seven minutes from initial
dispatch.
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Service Deficiencies

TheWWSD providesadequate souras potable water to service Winton customers from district wEliethree
wellsthat pump wateto Winton customers extracteidom the Merced Groundwater Basinh&California

Department of Water Resourossnsidershebasin a high prioritglue to the severoverdraft from both urban and
agricultural uses. In conjunction with the recent years of drought, pumping groundwater leagroand

subsidence in the basin vicinitgince Winton Water and Sanitary District does not own or operate a wastewater
treatment plant to treat wastewatehas becomeeliant on the City of Atwateto provide the service. In the future

this can becoman issue as the population in the area increases. In 2007 a feasibility study was conducted for the
placement of a tertiary water treatment plant which could serve up to 800 acres of \Bliototwater capture and
transport issufficient with noknown lccalized flooding issuegire protection services are sufficient, with a station
located in the community and average response times of seven minutes.

Ballico

Location and Service Providers

Ballico is located imortheastern Merced County, approximatéie
miles easbf Delhi and seven miles northf Winton Its boundariesre
coterminouswith the Ballico Census Designated Pla&allico
encompasses approximatdl§0acres Water service is provided by the 2
Ballico Community Services Distri¢Ballico CD). The Districtdoes not
own or operates a wastatertreatmentacility. Fire Service irBallico is
provided by the Merced County Fire Department

Ballico

The Ballico CSD provides domestic water to over 50 connections from the Turlock Ground
Basin.The CSD was formed in 1983 to install a community well because of poor groundwa
quality in the existing individual domestic wells; specifically, high @riations of nitrates and
Water dibromochloropropane (DBCPTheproduction capacity of the wele CSD is utilizing is
unknown.The State Water Resources Control Board has been coordinating with the County
Division of Environmental Health to look at optiors fnstalling a second well, and at
opportunities for consolidation.

Wastewater Ballico is not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently relies o
individual or community septic systenThere are no identified problems with theptic systems
in the community now that individual domestic wells have been remoWied.County does not
target Ballico for any future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #92,
located in Ballico. Ballico is designated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, which refers to the
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFDhese categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Cated
Land Use Area, is primarily comercial uses, and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling un
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of seven minutes from initig
dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

The Ballico CSD water service currently is sufficient, but maybecdeficient due to groundwater overdraft in the
future. The Ballico CSD only operates one well without a backef as required by thBWR. The well that
pumps domestic water to Ballicts being extracted from what tt@alifornia Department of Watdesources
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(DWR) considers a high priority groundwater basin, due to the severe overdraft from both urban and agricultural
usesAccording toDWR, the Turlock Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a rate of 65,00fatper year

(afy) for urban uses @387000 afy for agricultural use¥he community solely relies on individual and community
septic systems, which in the future will not be able to sustain an increase in develMyhiEnBallico lacks a
community stormwater collection system, theraasdentified deficiency due to the low density of development in
the community and the fact that the sandy soils provide quick draifimggrotection services are sufficient, with a
station located in the community, and average response times ofrsendas.

Le Grand

Location and Service Providers

Le Grandis located in eastern Merced County, approximai8&lyiles
soutteast of the City of Merced. Itsoundaries are coterminous witte Le
GrandCensus Designated Plat& Grandencompasses approximatdly6
acres Water service is provided by the Grand Community Services Districg
(LGCSD). The District also ownswaastewater treatment facilisouthwest of
the community. Fire service in Le Grand is provided by the Merced €ount
Fire Department.

Le Grand

The Le Grand CSD provides domestic water to 485 connections (1,760 residents) from the
Merced Groundwater Basin using two primary groundwater wells and one standby well, wit
depths ranging from 340 to 416 feet. The production capacity of the wellsesttyrt.8 mgd.
The average usage is approximateB6ngd. The existing service is adequate for the current
population, but in order to accommodate projected future residential graationalwells will
need to be added to the system.

Wastewater TheLe GrandCSD owns and operatesvastewater treatmefdacility (WWTF). The average
daily flow rateof the WWTFis 154,000 gpd as noted by a-trfbnth average from 2062005.
The treatment plant has a designed capacity of 350,000 gpd. The CSD treatmgnafsail
includes one lift station. The existing facilities are meeting the demand ofrtimawaty, but
with residential growth expected, it’'s a
place with the possibility of an additional ooetwo lift stations

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transposuifficient since therareexisting roadside ditches, curb,
and gutterThe County Public Works Department maintains the basins through a property tg
assessment on oifndBiewniedual’ ‘ahadnes defi ci en
Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protectidgth the operation of Station #84
located inLe Grand Le Grandis designatedsaaCategory lLand Use Area, which refers to the
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the langses andhe distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispateiCategory 1
Land Use Area, is primarilgommercial uses, and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling ur
an acrewith an anticipated averagenergency response timéseven minutefom initial
dispatch.

Water

Service Deficiencies

ThelLe GrandCSDwaterservice currently is sufficient, but may become deficient due to groundwater overdraft in
the future.Thethreewells, including a standbythat pump domestic watéw Le Grandare beingextractedrom

what theCalifornia Department of Water Resour¢BSVR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the
sevee overdraft from both urban and agricultural ussscording toDWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is being
depleted at a rate of 54,000 afeet per year (afy) for urban uses and 492,000afagricultural usesin

conjunction with the recent years of drougiumpinggroundwater has causground subsidence in the basin
vicinity. The Le GrandCSDWWTF hasnot yet reached capacity, and is considered sufficient. While existing
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demand ideing met, anticipated residential growth will likely require an expansion of the facility with the addition
of two lift stations. Stormwater capture and transpostigicient, with noknown localized flooding issueBire
protection services are suffigit, with a station located in the community, and average response times of seven
minutes.

Dos Pal os AYo

Location and Service Providers

Do s P a listosated inédutherrMerced County, approximatefgur
miles northof the City ofDos Palosatthe junction of Highway 152 and
Highway 33.Its boundariesire coterminous wittheDo s Pal o s pg
Census Designated Plag2o s P a lerm@mpdsses approximatly 4 Bt s
acres Water service is provided by low capacitywellso s P al o s |
not served by a sanitasewer system, only by individual and communitjs®
septic systemdsire ServiceirDbo s P a lisrevidéd¥y the Merced
County Fire Department.

Dos Palos YO

Dos Palos Y’ is not served by a gwentwater d
wells. These wells extract groundwater from the Delta/Mendota Groundwater Basin. The
production capacity of the wells and average usage is unkrawento the presence of @ite
septic systems and <site wells, there is a threat to water dtyabver the longterm. Efforts to
form a Community Services District in the 1980s and connect to the City of Dos Palos wate
system failed when the vote to establ i sh
Wastewater Do s P a lisoat cofin¥cted to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently r,
on individual or community septic systermiiere are no identified problems with the septic
systems in the community, except for the small size of lots in parts of the catymhbich also
have omsite wells. The County does not target Dos P
Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced CountyFire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #75,

|l ocated in Dos Palos *“Y”". Dos Palos *“Y”
refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are detdaynine
the characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, w
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Categ
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residergéd upwards of 20 dwelling units
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of seven minutes from initig
dispatch.

Water

Service Deficiencies

Water serviceid 0 s P a Imayshectmé 'deficient due to groundwater overdnaftater qualityissues Thelow
capacitywells that pump domestic waterbo s P a listeing éxitratted from what ti@Zalifornia Department

of Water Resourcd®WR) considers a high priority groundwater basin, due to the severe overdraft from both urban
and agricultual uses. According tBWR, theDelta/MendotaGroundwater Basiis being depleted at a rate of

17,000 acrefeet per year (afy) for urban uses and 890 afy for agricultural uses. In conjunction with the recent

years of drought, pumping groundwater hassea ground subsidence in the basin vicinity. The communDosf

P a | o slsa'la¢ks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatment fadiléycommunity solely relies on

individual and community septic systeniso s P a ldaesnot‘hawvé adeate transport for stormwater, with the
community having no sidewalks, curb, gutter, or treatment faéilitgxcess runoff. No known major flooding

issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with ponding and
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potential flooding during large rain events. Fire protection services are sufficient, with a Istedied in the
community, and average response times of seven minutes.

North Dos Palos

Location and Service Providers

North Dos Paloss located irsouthernMerced Countysituated on the
northern city limit line ofthe City ofDos Palosadjacento Highway 33 Its
boundariesre W. Carmellia Avenue to the soutgynoldsAvenue to west,
and Palm Avenue to the ealsibrth Dos Palogncompasses approximately
141 acres Water service is provided by the North Dos Palos Water Distri
(NDPWD). North Dos Pals is not served by a sanitary sewer system, onl
by individual septic systemEire Service irNorth Dos Paloss provided by
the Merced County Fire Department

NORTH DOS PALOS

The North Dos Palos Water District (NDPVVprovides domestic water #1 connectionsDue

to thelack ofgroundwater quality in North Dos Paldhe community entered into a Joint Powe
Agreement (JPA) with three additional surrounding water distaiotsthe City of Dos Palds
provide potablelomestic water to the approximately 100 resid&mse the JPA was enacted,
water quality issues have been addressed with a connection to a water supply from the Ca
Aqueduct and a new water treatment plant

Water

Wastewater North Dos Paloss not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently
on individual septic system¥he County does not target North Dos Palos for any future grow|
Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since theredgisting roadside ditches, curb,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #76,
located in the City of Dos Palos. North Dos Palos is designated as a Category 1 Land Use
whichrefers to the Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are
determined by the characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County
Station, which ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time froindisiiatch.
Even though a station is not located in the community, its proximity to a designated MCFD
station (within a mile) is sufficient. The Category 1 Land Use Area, is primarily commercial
and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling units a®, agth an anticipated average emergen
response time of seven minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

The lack of stormwater improvements is not a problem for this small rural community as it contains only 41 homes
on a total of 141 acrestretching along the north side of Carmellia Averidemestic water service provided

through the water district via the City of Dos Palos by the JPA is suffi@antlarly, there is no identified problem

with on-site septic systems since the communigginot rely on individual well§&ire protection services are

sufficient, with a station located in the community, and average response times of seven minutes.
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Cressey

Location and Service Providers

Cresseys located in eastern Merced County, approxatyahreemiles
southof Ballico and three miles north of Wintotis boundariesire
coterminous withthe CresseyCensus Designatdelace Cressey
encompasses approximat@§7 acres Water service is provided by
individual private wellsCressey is not served by a sanitary sewer syste
only by individual septic systemBire Service irCresseys provided by the
Merced County Fire Department.

Cressey

Cressey is not served by a water district, but receives its domestic waténdivitiual private

Water wells in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Merced Groundwater Bg
The production capacity of the welind average usage is unknown.

Wastewater Cressey is not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently relies
individual septic system3.he County does not target Cressey for any future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited sineee is no existing roadside ditches, curb,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #94,
located in Cressey. Cressey is designated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, whichthefers to
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial disfdtelCategory 1
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of seven minutes from initig
dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service in Cresséaas the potential tbecome deficient due to groundwater overdtadit due to its location
along the Merced River overdraft in the larger basin may not result in an impact to the local comifmentiy
individual private wells thgbump domestic water to Cressey is being extracted from whé&ifernia

Department of Water Resourd@WR) considers a high priority groundwater basin, due to the severe overdraft
from both urban and agricultural uses. Accordin@WR, the Merced Graudwater Basin is being depleted at a

rate of 54,000 acréeet per year (afy) for urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural uses. In conjunction with the
recent years of drought, pumping groundwater has caused ground subsidence in the basin vicautgmithety

of Cressey also lacks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatment foditpmmunity solely relies on
individual and commanity septic system&resseydoes not have adequate transport for stormwater, with the
community having no dewalks, curbgutter, or treatment facility fagxcess runoff. No known major flooding

issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with ponding and
potential flooding during large rain events. Firetgction services are sufficient, with a station located in the
community, and average response times of seven minutes.
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M% SB 244 Analysis: Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (Admin Review Draft)
COUNTY

Celeste

Location and Service Providers

Celeste idocated incentralMerced Countypn the eastern edge of the
City of Merced along Highway 14@ts boundariesire Kibby Road to
the east, Highway 140 to the south, and Harley Lateral canal to the
Celesteencompasses approximatdly acres Water and wastewater
service are provided by the City of Mercddhe Celeste County Water
District was formed in the 1970
water and wastewater infrastructure due to failing wells and septic
systems. However, because the infrastructure was installed and is
maintained by the City, thBistrict does not collect monthly sewer or
water service charges and does not prosigeserviceskire Service in
Celestds provided by the Merced County Fire Department

fundi

Celeste

The City of Mercedrovides domestic watéo the community o€eleste through a network of

Water over 21 wellsThe wells that Merced City utilizes hadepths ranging frorA8to 833feet. These
wells extractwater from the Merced Groundwater Basin

Wastewater Wastewater collection and treatment is administered b@ittyeof Merced.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to Celeste, and does not have a si
located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be Station #85 and Station
located in the City of Merced. Both County Fire Stations are lo¢hted miles away. Celeste is
designated a Category 2 Land Use Area, which refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) proy
MCFD. These categories are determined by the characteristics of the land uses and the dis
from a Merced County Fire Statiowhich ultimately provides an anticipated emergency respd
time from initial dispatch. The Category 2 Land Use Area is primaghcultural uses, and rural
residential density ranging from a populatior260-250 per square milewith an anticipated
average emergency response time of 10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Stormwater treatment and collection in Celeste is deficient due to lack of infrastructure to dispose and treat the
excess runoff. No known major flooding issuesd occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate
infrastructure commonly deal with ponding and potential flooding during large rain eVaet€ity of Merced
provides wastewater collection and treatment at adequate levels to the commurthig areh is not identified as a
growth area in the Merced County General PAthough the City of Merced provides domestic water, and that the
demand is sufficient, it is still important to note that the water being extracted is creating a seveftometray

basin. The California Department of Water Resour¢B&VR)considers the Merced Groundwater Basin a high
priority, due to the overdraft from both urban and agricultural,.exed lack of recharge into the water table
According toDWR, the Mercedsroundwater Basin is being depleted at a rate of 54,00feetrper year (afy) for
urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural uses.emergency services @eleste are inadequate due to the rural
location of the community. In order for Celesténtve sufficient fire protection services a station must either be
located in the community or within odmalf mile.
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M% SB 244 Analysis: Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (Admin Review Draft)
COUNTY

The Grove

Location and Service Providers

The Groveis located imorthernMerced County, approximatebne-mile north
of the City ofAtwater and oneamile northeast of WintoriThe Grove
encompasses approximat@§acres Water service is provided by individual
private wells.The Grove is not served by a sanitary sewer system, only by
individual septic systemgire Service ifThe Groveis provided by the Merced
County Fire Department.

The Grove

The Grove is not served by a water district, but receives its domestic water from private we

Water the community. These wells extract groundwater fronMbecedGroundwater Basinthe
production capacity of the weland average usage is unknown.
Wastewater The Groves not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently relie

individual or community septic systen®he community relies on individual septic systems, af
the County does not identify this community as an area for growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to The Grove, and does not have
station located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be Station #88 in W
and Station #89 located at Castle Air Force Base. Both Céimaystations are located two to
three miles away. The Grove is designated a Category 2 Land Use Area, which refers to th
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distbnoe a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Categ
Land Use Area, is primarilgigricultural uses, and rural residential density ranging from a
population 0200-250per gjuare mile with an anticipated average emergency response time
10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service in The Grove may become deficient due to groundwater ovérbedéiw private wellspumping
domestic wateto The Gove isbeingextractedrom what theCalifornia Department of Water Resour¢BAWR)
considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft from both urban and agricultural uses.
According toDWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is bedepleted at a rate of 54,000 afeet per year (afy) for
urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural usesonjunction with the recent years of droughumping
groundwater has causground subsidence in the basin vicinity. Tdoenmunity also lacksufficient access to a
reliable wastewater treatment fagiliTfhe community solely relies on individual and community septic systems,
which in the future will not be able to sustain an increase in development. The Grove does not have adequate
transport otreatment for stormwater. No known major flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas
with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with ponding and potential flooding during large rain awents. F
emergency services ifthe Grove are inadgiate due to the rural location of the community. In order for The Grove
to have sufficient fire protection services a station must either be located in the community or withédtf oniée.
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COUNTY

El Nido

Location and Service Providers

El Nidois located irsoutleastern Merced County, approximatalge miles southof
the City of Mercedand three miles north of the Madera County.liteboundaries are
coterminous withthe EI Nido Census Designated Plaéd Nido encompasses
approximately 8 acres Water service is provided by individual private welis Nido 7
is not served by a sanitary sewer system, only by individual and community septic |
systemsFire Service irEl Nido is provided by the Merced County Fire Department.

El NIDO

El Nido is not served by a water district, but receives its domestic water from low capacity

Water in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Chowchilla Groundwater Heesi
production capacity of the weland average usage is unknown.
Wastewater El Nido is not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently relies g

individual or community septic systenihe community currently relies on individual or
community septic systems, and the County does not identifgdhisnunity as an area for any
growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #83,
located in El Nido. EI Nido is designated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, which refers to th
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are detdrhyirttke

characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Categ
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residemgi&d upwards of 20 dwelling units
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of seven minutes from initig
dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service in El Nido may become deficient due to groundwater oveithiatow capacitywells pumping

domestic wateto El Nido is beingextractedrom what theCalifornia Department of Water Resour¢BAVR)

considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft from both urban and agricultural uses.
According toDWR, the Clowchilla Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a rate of 6,00deatrper year (afy)

for urban uses and 249,000 afy for agricultural usexonjunction with the recent years of droughtmping
groundwater has causground subsidence in the basinimity. The community of El Nido also lacks sufficient
access to a reliable wastewateatment facility. ie community solely relies on individual and community septic
systems, which in the future will not be able to sustain an increase in developididio does not have adequate
transport or treatment for stormwater. No known major flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas
with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with ponding and potential flooding during large rain events. Fi
protection services are sufficient, with a station located in the community, and average response times of seven
minutes.
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COUNTY

Stevinson

Location and Service Providers

Stevinsoris located imorthwesterMerced County, approximatefgur
milessouth of Hilmar and 12 miles west the City of Merced along
Highway 165 Its boundaries are coterminous witte StevinsonCensus
Designated Plac&tevinsorencompasses approximat@ acresWater ¥
service is provided by individual private weltevnson is not served by al
sanitary sewer system, only by individual and community septic systen®
Fire Service irStevinsoris provided by the Merced County Fire
Department.

Stevinson

Stevinson is not served by a water district, but receive®itgestic water frorprivatewells in

Water the communityThese wellextractgroundwater from the Merced Groundwater Ba$ime
production capacity of the weland average usage is unknown.
Wastewater Stevinsoris not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently relies

individual or community septic systems. The lack of proper treatment of wastevilatinit the
ability for future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #97,
located in Stevinson. Stevinsordigsignated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, which refers to
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide amnticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Catego
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of seven minutesilom ini
dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service in Stevinson may become deficient due to groundwater overtegdtivateindividual wells in
Stevinson ar@umping domestic watdrom what theCalifornia Department of Water Resour¢BAVR) considers a
high priority groundwater dsin due to the severoverdraft from both urban and agricultural us&scording to

DWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a rate of 54,06f@etqper year (afy) for urban uses
and 492,000 afy foagricultural usesin conjunction with the recent years of droughtmpinggroundwater has
causé ground subsidence in the basin vicinity. Tdeenmunity of Stevinson also lacks sufficient access to a reliable
wastewatetreatment facility. e communit solely relies on individual and community septic systems, wihich
the futurewill not be able to sustain an increase in developn&eiinson does not have adequate transport or
treatment for stormwater, with approximately 95 percent of the commuaitpdnno sidewalks, curb, and gutter.
No known major flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure
commonly deal with ponding and potential flooding during large rain events. Fire protection servicesaeasuffi
with a station located in the community, and average response times of seven minutes.
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COUNTY

Volta

Location and Service Providers

Voltais located investernMerced County, approximatefive miles east of
Santa Nella and four miles northwest of [Rsnos.Its boundariesire Ingomar
Grade to the east, Volta Road to south, Frontier Street to the west? Stcét
to the neth. Volta encompasses approximatdl§ acres Water service is :
provided by thé/olta Community Services District/{CSD). Volta is not served
by a sanitary sewer system, only by individual and community septic syste
Fire service in Volta is provided by the Merced County Fire Department.

Volta

The Volta CSD provides domestic water to 30 connections (100 residents) from the
Delta/Mendota Groundwater Basin using a community groundwater well. The production
capacity of the well and average usage is unknown. Due to the ongoing drought in Californ
Volta has been placed under the Stage 4 Drought Alert, which has placed mandatory cons
Water measures into place to conserve and limit the use of water. Even with the mandatory conse
measures in place, the existing service is adequate for ttetpopulation, but it has been not
that any future connections to the system will requirapgrade of facilities.The Volta CSD
lacks a baclup well required by th®WR, but has a temporary agreement with an industrial
tomato processing plant smcess one of their wells in an emergency.

Wastewater Volta is not connected to a local sanitary sewer systdm communitycurrently relies on
individual or community septic systermifie County does not target Volta for any future growtl

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protectmiolta, and does not have a station
located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be Station #72 in Santa Ne
Station #71 located in Los Banos. Both County Fire Stations are located over siawales
Volta is designated a Category 3 Land Use Area, which refers to the Levels of Services (L(
provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the characteristics of the land use
the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which ultimatelyigeaan anticipated
emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Category 3 Land Use Area, is primarily
agriculturaluses, ad rural residentiatlensity ranging from a population of 2@@9 per square
mile, with an anticipated average emergency respaime of 15 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

TheVolta CSDwaterservice may become deficient due to groundwater overandfthe lack of a district owned
backup well. Thewell that pumps domestic water Volta is being pumpedrbm what theCalifornia Department of
Water Resource®WR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft from both urban
and agricultural use#\ccording toDWR, the Delta/Mendota Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a rate of
17,000 acrdeet per year (afy) for urban uses and 491,000 afy for agricultural Lrsesnjunction with the recent
years of droughtpumpinggroundwater has causground subsidence in the basin vicinity. Tdoenmunity of Volta
also lacls sufficient acess to a reliable wastewater treatment facNigita does not have adequate transport or
treatment for stormwater. No known major flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with
inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with pondingmotdntial flooding during large rain eventsée~
emergency services Wolta are inadequate due to the rural location of the communityrder for Volta to have
sufficient fire protection services a station must either be located in the communithioramehalf mile.
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COUNTY

Snelling

Location and Service Providers

Snellingis located imortheasterterced County, approximately3 miles
northeast ofthe City of Merced along Highway 5fis boundaries are
coterminous withthe SnellingCensus Designated Pla@nellingencompasses
approximatelylO5acres Water service is provided by individual wel&anitary
treatment is provided by the Snelling Community Services District (SGED)
the operation of a Waste Water Treatment FadiM§VTF) located west of the
community.Fire Service irbnellingis provided by the Merced County Fire
Department.

Snelling

Snellingis not served by a water district, but receives its domestic wateiiridiwidual private

Water low capacity wells in the communityhe production capacity of the privatewells and average
usage is unknowrT hese wellextractgroundwater fronTurlock Groundwater Basin
Wastewater TheSnellingCSD owns and operates a Waste Water TreatRegility (WWTF) which services

115 connectionsThe average daily flow ratef the WWTFis 31,000 gpd. The treatment plant
has a designed capacity of 60,000 gpd, includifigaareportion of a distribution pond for
effluent discharge. To respond to strigsthe system or potential emergencies during abnorm
high influx of use, the District crafted a policy which would limit the maximum capacity in th
facility to not exceed 75 percent, equating to 45,000 §pd.existing service is meeting deman
Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #87,
located in SnellingSnelling is designated as a Category 1 Land Use Area, which refers to th
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Categ
Land Use Area, is primarily commercial uses, and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling
an acre, with an anticipated average emergency response time of sevis ffingm initial
dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

The Snelling Community Services District (SCSDastewater systesupplesanadequate souragf treatmento
Snellingcustomerswhere current capacity has not been ke individual pumping of domestgroundwater

currently provides enougtapacity for the communifyout it is unknown if additional growth and connections will
strain local groundwater supply.is important to note that the domestic water being pumped by the private wells is
extracted fom the Turlock Groundwater Basiwhich is noted s.a high priority basin in the San Joaquin Valley due
to excessive overdraft. The current depletion rate of the basin is 65,0€f@e&tqoer year (afy) for urban uses and
387,000 afy for agricultural useSnelling does not have reliable transport for stormwater in the form of curbs,
gutter, and roadside ditchesthe proper facilities to treat runoffio known major flooding issues have occurred
because of this, but such areas which do have inadeqfratsrincture commonly deal with ponding and potential
flooding during large rain eventBire protection services are sufficient, with a station located in the community, and
average response times of seven minutes.
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COUNTY

Tuttle

Location and Service Providers

Tuttleis located ircentralMerced County, approximatefgur
miles east of the City of Mercetts boundariesre N Orchard
Road to the west, Highway 140 to the south, and N Arboleda
Drive to the east. Tuttlencompasses approximat@ acres :
Waterservice is provided by individual private welluttle is

not served by a sanitary sewer system, only by individual and
community septic systemBire Service irluttleis provided by
the Merced County Fire Department.

Tuttle

Tuttle is not served by a water district, but receives its domestic water from private wells in

Water community. These wells extract groundwater from the Merced Groundwater Bhasin.
production capacity of the weland average usage is unknown.

Wastewater Tuttleis not connected to a local sanitary sewer system. The community currently relies on
individual or community septic systemighe County does not target Tuttle for any future grow

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to Tuttle, and does not have a stat
located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be Station #85 and Station
located in the City of Merced. Both County Fire Stations are lodatedniles away. Tuttle is
designated a Category 2 Land Use Area, which refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) proy
MCFD. These categories are determined by the characteristics of the land uses and the dis
from a Merced County Fire Station, whiultimately provides an anticipated emergency respd
time from initial dispatch. The Category 2 Land Use Area is primaghcultural uses, and rural
residential density ranging from a populatior260-250 per square milewith an anticipated
averag@ emergency response time of 10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service in Tuttle may become deficient due to groundwater ovefithaftrivateindividual wells in Tuttle
are pumping domestic watom what theCaliforniaDepartment of Water Resourd@WR) considers a high
priority groundwater asin due to the sevemverdraft from both urban and agricultural ussscording toDWR,
the Merced Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a rate of 54,00 etcper year (afyfor urban uses and
492,000 afy for agricultural use$n conjunction with the recent years of droughtmpinggroundwater has cause
ground subsidence in the basin vicinity. Tdeenmunity of Tuttle also lacks sufficient access to a reliable
wastewatetreatment facility.The community solely relies on individual and community septic systems, and the
County does not target Tuttle for any future groithtle does not have adequate transport or treatment for
stormwater. No known major flooding issues haveurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate
infrastructure commonly deal with ponding and potential flooding during large rain events. Fire emsggeives
in Tuttle are inadequate due to the rural location of the community. In ordeutfte © have sufficient fire
protection services a station must either be located in the community or withirathmaile.
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COUNTY

Unincorporated Community #1

|

Location and Service Providers

Unincorporated Community #% located irsoutherrMerced County,
approximatelyone-mile south of the City of Los Banos at the junctio
of Highway 165 and Phillips Roatts boundariesire bound by an
irrigation canal to the west, and Highway 165 (Mercy Springs Roa
to the eastUnincorporated Communit§l encompasses i
approximatelthreeacres Water service is provided by individual
private wellsUnincorporated Community #% not served by a
sanitary sewer system, only by individual and community septic
systemsFire Service ifJnincorporated Communit§l is provided
by the Merced County Fire Department.

Unincorporated Community #1

Unincorporated Community #$% not served by a water district, but receives its domestic wat

Water from private wells in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Delta/Mend
Groundwater Basirilhe production capacity of the weind average usage is unknown.
Wastewater Unincorporated Community #% not connected to a local sanitary sewer system, and curren

relies on individual ocommunity septic system§he County does not target this rural
agricultural area for any future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to Unincorporated Community #1,
does not have a station located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be
#71 located in the City of Los Banos. The County Fire Station &ddctwo miles away.
Unincorporated Community #1 is designated a Category 2 Land Use Area, which refers to
Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determined by the
characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Méoedy Fire Station, which
ultimately provides an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Cate
Land Use Area is primarilggricultural uses, and rural residential density ranging from a
population 0200-250per square milewith an anticipated average emergency response time
10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service itJnincorporated Community #hay become deficient due to groundwater overdrdfe private

wells pumping domestic watéo Unincorporated Community #rebeingextractedrom what theCalifornia

Department of Water Resour¢B$VR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft

from both urban and agricultural uséscording toDWR, the Delta/Mendota Gumdwater Basin is being depleted

at a rate of 17,000 acfeet per year (afy) for urban uses and 491,000 afy for agricultural lrsesnjunction with

the recent years of drouglptimpinggroundwater has causground subsidence in the basin vicinity.

Unincorporated Community #acks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatment fatitity.isolated

cluster of rural homes solely relies on individual and septic systems, and the County does not target this area for any
future growth.Unincorporated Community #does not have adequate transport or treatment for stormwater. No

known major flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure commonly
deal with ponding and potential flooding duriragde rain events.ife emergency services Wnincorporated

Community #lare inadequate due to the rural location of the community. In ordeinfacorporated Community

#1to have sufficient fire protection services a station must either be locatedciontineunity or within onénalf

mile.
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COUNTY

Unincorporated Community #2

Location and Service Providers

Unincorporated Community #2 located imorthernMerced County, =
approximatelytwo milessouth of the community of Delhi and two miles §
north of the City of Lvingston.Its boundariesire bound by the Merced |
River to the south, Bloss Avenue to north, Sycamore Street to the wes
and rural ranchettes to the easmincorporated Community #2
encompasses approximat@g acres Water service is provided by .
individud private wells.Unincorporated Community #8 not served by a
sanitary sewer system, only by individual and community septic syste
Fire Service irlJnincorporated Community #2 provided by the Merced
County Fire Department.

Unincorporated Community #2

Unincorporated Community #2 not served by a water district, but receives its domestic wat

Water from private wells in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Merced
Groundwater Basirilhe production capacity of the weind average usage is unknown.
Wastewater Unincorporated Community #2 not connected to a local sanitary sewer system, and curren

relies on individual or community septic systeffise County does not target this rural
agricultural area for any futugrowth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to Unincorporated Community #2,
does not have a station located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be
#91 located in Delhi and Station #96 located in Livingston. Botm@okire Stations are locatec
two miles away. Unincorporated Community #2 is designated a Category 2 Land Use Ared
refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determine
the characteristics of the land uses dmdistance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provides an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Cate
Land Use Area is primarilggricultural uses, and rural residential density ranging from a
population 0f200-250per square milewith an anticipated average emergency response time
10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service itJnincorporated Community ##ay become deficient due to groundwater overdrdfe private
wells pumping domestic wateio Unincorporated Community #ebeingextractedrom what theCalifornia
Department of Water Resour¢B$VR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft

from both urban and agricultural uségcording toDWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a
rate of 54,000 acrieet per year (afy) for urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural Lrsesnjunction with the
recent years of droughtumpinggroundwater has cawsground subsidence in thsin vicinity.Unincorporated
Community #2acks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatment fadilityisolated cluster of rural homes
solely relies on individual and septic systems, and the County does not target this area for anyofutiare gr
Unincorporated Community #@es not have adequate transport or treatment for stormwater. No known major
flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with
ponding and potential flooding dog large rain events.ife emergency services Wnincorporated Community #2
are inadequate due to the rural location of the community. In ordelnfocorporated Community #® have
sufficient fire protection services a station must either be logaté® community or within orbalf mile.

Merced County General Plan Page 19 May 9, 2016



M% SB 244 Analysis: Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (Admin Review Draft)
COUNTY

Unincorporated Community #3

Location and Service Providers

Unincorporated Community #8 located imorthernMerced County,
approximatelytwo milessouth of the community of Delhi and two
miles north of the City of Livingstonts boundariesrethe Merced
River to the south, an irrigation canal to north, Merced Avenue to t
west and rural ranchettes to the ellstincorporated Community #3
encompasss approximatel{4 acres Water service is provided by
individual private wellsUnincorporated Community #8 not served
by a sanitary sewer system, only by individual and community sepf
systemsFire Service inJnincorporated Community #8 providedby
the Merced County Fire Department.

Unincorporated Community #3

Unincorporated Community #8 not served by a water district, but receives its domestic wat

Water from private wells in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Merced
Groundwater Basirilhe production capacity of the weind average usage is unknown.
Wastewater Unincorporated Community #8 not connected to a local sanitary sewer system, and curren

relies on individual or community septic systeffise County does not target this rural
agricultural area for any future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to Unincorporated Community #3,
does not have a station located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be
#91 located in Delhi and Station #96 located in Livingston. Botm@okire Stations are locatec
two miles away. Unincorporated Community #3 is designated a Category 2 Land Use Ared
refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determine
the characteristics of the land uses dmdistance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provides an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Cate
Land Use Area is primarilggricultural uses, and rural residential density ranging from a
population 0f200-250per square milewith an anticipated average emergency response time
10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service itJnincorporated Community #3ay become deficient due to groundwater overdrdfe private
wells pumping domestic watéo Unincorporated Community #ebeingextractedrom what theCalifornia
Department of Water Resour¢B$VR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft

from both urban and agricultural uségcordingto DWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a
rate of 54,000 acrieet per year (afy) for urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural Lrsesnjunction with the
recent years of droughgumpinggroundwater has cawsground subsidence the basin vicinitylUnincorporated
Community #3acks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatment fagitity.isolated cluster of rural homes
solely relies on individual and septic systems, and the County does not target this area foreugydwthr
Unincorporated Community #3oes not have adequate transport or treatment for stormwater. No known major
flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with
ponding and potential flooding during large rain evenit® Emegency services iblnincorporated Community #3
are inadequate due to the rural location of the community. In ordelnfocorporated Community #8 have
sufficient fire protection services a station must either be located in the community or witfiidfanée.
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Unincorporated Community #4

Location and Service Providers

Unincorporated Community #4 located imorthernMerced
County, approximatelywo milessouth of the community of Delhi
and two miles north of the City of Livingstolts boundariesre =
the Merced River to the south, an irrigation canal to north, and |
community is situated at the intersection of Hinton and Oak. |
Unincorporated Community #&ncompassespproximatelyl9
acres Water service is provided by individual private wells. 4
Unincorporated Community #4 not served by a sanitary sewer [ #
system, only by individual and community septic systefire.
Service inUnincorporated Community #4 provided by the
Merced County Fire Department.

Unincorporated Community #4

Unincorporated Community #4 not served by a water district, but receives its domestic wat

Water from private wells in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Merced
Groundwater Basirilhe production capacity of the welind average usageusknown.
Wastewater Unincorporated Community #4 not connected to a local sanitary sewer system, and curren

relies on individual or community septic systeffise County does not target this rural
agricultural area for any future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection to Unincorporated Community #4,
does not have a station located in the community. The closest MCFD fire station would be
#91 located in Delhi and Station #96 located in Livingston. Botm@okire Stations are locatec
two miles away. Unincorporated Community #4 is designated a Category 2 Land Use Area|
refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categories are determine
the characteristics of the land uses drdistance from a Merced County Fire Station, which
ultimately provides an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispatch. The Cate
Land Use Area is primarilggricultural uses, and rural residential density ranging from a
population 0f200-250per square milewith an anticipated average emergency response time
10 minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service itJnincorporated Community ##hay become deficient due to groundwater overdrdfe private
wells pumping domestic wateio Unincorporated Community #ebeingextractedrom what theCalifornia
Department of Water Resour¢B$VR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the sevemverdraft

from both urban and agricultural uséscording toDWR, the Merced Groundwater Basin is being depleted at a
rate of 54,000 acrteet per year (afy) for urban uses and 492,000 afy for agricultural Lrsesnjunction with the
recent years of droughtumpinggroundwater has cawsground subsidence in thsin vicinity.Unincorporated
Community #4acks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatment fagitity.isolated cluster of rural homes
solely relies on individual and septic systems, and the County does not target this area for anyofutiore g
Unincorporated Community #does not have adequate transport or treatment for stormwater. No known major
flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas with inadequate infrastructure commonly deal with
ponding and potential floodingudng large rain eventsife emergency services inincorporated Community #4
are inadequate due to the rural location of the community. In ordeinfocorporated Community #4 have
sufficient fire protection services a station must either be logaté® community or within orbalf mile.
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COUNTY

Unincorporated Community #5

Location and Service Providers

Unincorporated Community #5 located ircentralMerced County,
approximately0.75mile southof Do s P a It lountiaxearethe
Arroyo Canal tahe north Highway33to theeast andan irrigation canal
to thewest Unincorporated Community #ncompasses approximat@y
acres Water service is provided by individual private wells.
Unincorporated Community #5 not served by a sanitary sewer epst
only by individual and community septic systerage Service in
Unincorporated Community #5 provided by the Merced County Fire
Department. k

Unincorporated Community #5

Unincorporated Community #5 not served by a water district, but receives its domestic wat

Water from private wells in the community. These wells extract groundwater from the Delta/Mend
Groundwater Basirilhe production capacity of the welind average usage is unknown.
Wastewater Unincorporated Community #5 not connected to a local sanitary sewer system, and curren

relies on individual or community septic systeffise County does not target this rural
agricultural area for any future growth.

Stormwater Storm drainage capture and transport is limited since there is no existing roadside ditches,
and gutter.

Fire Protection Merced County Fire Department provides fire protection with the operation of Station #75,

|l ocated i n t Wancdiporatedammarsty #5 desSignated as a Category 1 Lan
Use Area, which refers to the Levels of Services (LOS) provided by MCFD. These categori
determined by the characteristics of the land uses and the distance from a Merced County
Station, which ultimately provide an anticipated emergency response time from initial dispa
Even though a station is not located in the community, its proximity to a designated MCFD
station (within a mile) is sufficient. The Category 1 Land Use Aeprimarily commercial uses
and residential uses upwards of 20 dwelling units an acre, with an anticipated average eme
response time of seven minutes from initial dispatch.

Service Deficiencies

Water service itJnincorporated Community #hay beome deficient due to groundwater overdrafie private

wells pumping domestic watdo Unincorporated Community #&rebeingextractedrom what theCalifornia
Department of Water Resour¢B8VR) considers a high priority groundwateadin due to the seve overdraft

from both urban and agricultural uséscording toDWR, the Delta/Mendota Groundwater Basin is being depleted
at a rate of 17,000 acfeet per year (afy) for urban uses and 491,000 afgdoicultural uses. In conjunction with
the recent gars of drought, pumping groundwater has caused ground subsidence in the basin vicinity.
Unincorporated Community #5 lacks sufficient access to a reliable wastewater treatmenfaisilisplated

cluster of rural homes solely relies on individual angtisesystems, and the County does not target this area for any
future growth.Unincorporated Community #5 does not have adequate transport or treatment for stormwater. No
known major flooding issues have occurred because of this, but such areas withatad#opstructure commonly
deal with ponding and potential flooding during large rain events. Fire protection services are sufficient, with a
station located in the community, and average response times of seven minutes.
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COUNTY

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

Assummarized above, there aneer a dozehegacy disadvantaged communities that have

known service deficiencies and needs. In order to provide adequate services to these areas and
resolve or minimize the deficiencies there must be viable sources of fundtich can

potentially make the necessary improvemeltshould be noted that many of these funding
mechanisms could require voter approval, making the overall success of funding such
improvement projects difficulSome of the potential sources of finglare:

-

A Bonds Utilizing bonds is one funding mechanism that can be used specifically to fund large

infrastructure projects in disadvantaged communities. Bonding can be done through three
methods, either revenue bonds, lease revenue bamaisdjgationsbonds. Revenue bonds are
typically ensured by the project that is being constructed. Such projects are revenue generating,
and it is the revenue generated that finances projects costemfon revenue bond
infrastructure project would kewater treatmenrfiacility. Lease revenue bonds are secured by
either anonprofit or privately financed groyphat constructs the infrastructure project, then
leases the completed facility back to the jurisdiction, until the costs of the bond have been paid
for. Once thebond is paid, the facility operation and ownership is turned over to the
jurisdiction. Lastly, general obligation bonds are issued for the improvement and enhancement
of real property. Local governments have the ability to raise property taxes in ootdeeto

the costs of the bond and infrastructure projéktlike the previous two typesf bonding
methods, the general obligation bond, does require voter approval.

Impact Fees.Development Impact Fees can be imposed for new development, in order to
acquire funding to construct capital facilities. Applying development impact fees to projects
does have substantial limitations under The Mitigation Fee Act, sections 66000.

Taxes Taxing by local governments can also generate revenue to fund capital improvement
projects. This can bachievedthrough the collection of either a general tax or special tax.
General taxes can be assessed on the value of the property that would bendii tapital
project. For example, they can be extensions to either your utility tax or property taxes. A
special tax caralso be issued by Special Districin order to finance large infrastructure
projects.In 1982 the California State Legislature endctee Community Facilities Act,
commonly referred to as MeHBoos. This act authorized local jurisdictions to establish
community facility districts, which would directly serve as another funding mechanism for
financing public work projects, and even paldervices. This method of revenue generation
potentially could be used to finance projects that will make the necessary improvements to the
deficiencies in these communities.

Additional methods of potential funding sources that can be utilized foatapprovement
projects can also include the following:

pe

A Community Development Block Grants (CDBG).Community Development Block Grants

are an annual funding mechanism distridutey the United States Housing and Urban
Development Department (HUD). Thesergsaoften fund the construction of projects such as
water and sewdacilities, recreation facilities, street maintenance, as well as other public work
projects.Merced County is not an entitlement county receiving CDBG funds annually, and
therefore must edect projects and compete for funding through the State Department of
Housing and Community Development.
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COUNTY

A Proposition 84 (2006).The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,

River and Coastal Protection Bond Act provides funding from the Stater \Wasources
Control Board. Proposition 84 allows the funding to be utilized for capital costs on projects
that perain to protecting river, lakes, and streams from excessive stormwater runoff. Such
projects that can be funded could be related to the collection of stormaradéreatment of
water to reduce the likelihood of ground contamination.

Clean Water State Rewlving Fund (CWSRF). The State Water Resources Control Board
offers low cost financing for a wide variety of water quality projects that include wastewater
treatment and stormwater treatment.

Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF). The Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund prograpfrom the State Water Resources Control Boasdists public water
systems in financing the cost of drinking water infrastructure projects needed to achieve or
maintain compliance with Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) riegments.The State Water
Resources Control Board is getting more active in funding small public water system
improvements or assisting public and private water suppliers in serving disadvantaged
communities with the passage of SB 88 in 2015.

Rural Development Grants and Loans.The United States Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development offers a number of loans and grants meant to finance clean water systems,
reliable sewer systems, and stormwater draining mechanisms for rural area. One of the grant
programs offered would be the Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program.
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