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Merced SubbasinGSA Board Members

ÁChairman, Bob Kelley
Á Stevinson Water District and Merquin County Water District 

ÁVice Chair Nic Marchini
Á Plainsburg Irrigation District and Le Grand-Athlone Water District 

ÁSupervisor Rodrigo Espinoza
Á County of Merced

ÁJeff Bergeron
Á Eastern White Area Representative

ÁDavid Farmer
Á Western White Area Representative

ÁGeorge Park
Á Lone Tree Mutual Water Company and Sandy Mush Mutual Water 

Company 



Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act Requirements



SGMA: Common Language

ÁSGMA = Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

ÁGSA = Groundwater Sustainability Agency

ÁGSP = Groundwater Sustainability Plan (developed and 

implemented by GSAs)

ÁMedium Priority, High Priority, and Critically Overdrafted

basins



SGMA Fundamentals

ÁRequires a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) be 

prepared and submitted by
Á January 2020 for critically overdrafted basins, 

Á January 2022 for remaining high and medium priority basins. 

ÁGSPs must include measurable objectives and milestones in 

increments of five years to achieve sustainability within 20 

years of GSP adoption. 

ÁRequires GSP development be open and transparent, with 

stakeholder and public input



Californiaôs High and Medium Priority Basins

Merced 

Subbasin



Merced is one of the critically overdrafted
basins

Merced 

Subbasin



GSP Requirements

ÁBasin Setting

ÁSix Undesirable Results & Sustainability Goals

ÁMonitoring Network

ÁMeasurable Objectives, Minimum Thresholds, and Interim 

Milestones

ÁIdentify Projects and Management Actions

ÁAnnual Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Reporting



Chronic lowering of 

groundwater levels 

indicating a 

significant and 

unreasonable 

depletion of supply

Significant and 

unreasonable 

degraded water 

quality

Significant and 

unreasonable 

reduction of 

groundwater storage

Significant and 

unreasonable 

seawater intrusion

Significant and 

unreasonable land 

subsidence

Depletions of 

interconnected surface 

water that have 

significant and 

unreasonable adverse 

impacts on beneficial 

uses of the surface water

SGMA Requires Addressing Six Undesirable 
Results



Basin Setting

Surface Water

Deliveries

Subsurface

Flows

Surface Water

Deliveries



Merced SubbasinBoundaries


