MERCED COUNTY DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Septic Systems and
Power Outages
What to keep in mind when properties are served
by septic systems that rely on electricity during a
power outage.

BEFORE AN OUTAGE
Get to know your system:
 Maintain your system (keep
maintenance records).
 Document components of
your system for reference.
You can take photos of the
current condition.

DURING AN OUTAGE

AFTER AN OUTAGE

Reduce Water Usage:
 Flush only when needed.
 Limit doing laundry.
 Turn off water while brushing
teeth, shaving, or washing
dishes.
 Take sponge baths or short
showers.

Do not resume normal water
usage right away!
 Check for signs of damage or
improper drainage.
 Let the system slowly return
to normal function over

WARNING: If you continue to use water normally during a power outage, the septic tank and pump
vault (if you have one) will fill at that rate. When the effluent wastewater does not get pumped or drain
into the leach field, the tank becomes full. This may cause effluent wastewater to back up into the house.

Specially Designed Systems with Electrical Components
Specially designed systems that include pumps or
electrical components to function will not operate
during a power outage. Wastewater will collect in
the tank or vault until power is restored. Reducing
water usage is crucial to prevent over-filling the
system.
After an outage, systems with pumps may have a
high-water alarm that will sound when power is
restored. If there is a silence option, you may
silence your alarm.

If the alarm is still active after 24 hours, contact
your septic service professional.
Consult with your septic system service
professional before resuming normal water
usage.
For questions and more information, contact the
Division of Environmental Health at
(209) 381– 1100.
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For additional resources, visit the National Environmental Health Association (NEHA)
website: https://www.neha.org/essential-services/septic-systems-power-outages
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