Frequently Asked Questions
Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Travel
How can I protect myself when I travel?

At this time, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that
people avoid all nonessential travel to countries that are most affected by COVID-19.
Check the CDC COVID-19 Information for Travel webpage https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html for up-to-date recommendations. Taking
steps to prevent the spread of respiratory infections, like the flu, will also help to
prevent coronaviruses. Talk with your doctor before travel to make sure you have
received the recommended vaccines and medications specific to your destination to
protect your health.

What actions are being taken by the Federal Government
regarding travelers from mainland China and Iran?

Because of the COVID-19 outbreak in mainland China and Iran, there are White
House travel directives in place:
 Restricting all foreign nationals who have traveled or been in mainland China
and Iran in the past 14 days from entering the US. This order can be renewed
by the President every 14 days.
 Requiring all US citizens and their close family members returning from
mainland China to enter through one of eleven airports in the US, where they
will be screened by US Customs and Border Protection agents.
 If travelers are showing signs of respiratory illness, they will be sent for
additional testing to a health care facility.
 If travelers were in the Hubei Province at any time in the past 14 days,
they will be quarantined at a secure location and monitored for illness
for 14 days from their last exposure.
 If travelers are returning from other places in mainland China and have
been in close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus, they
may also be subject to quarantine for 14 days from last exposure.
 If travelers are returning from all other parts of mainland China and they
have not been in close contact with a confirmed case of novel
coronavirus, they will be allowed to travel to their final destination where
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they will be monitored by their local public health department and
asked to remain in their homes and avoid public places for 14 days
from last exposure.

What actions are being taken by the Federal Government
regarding travelers from other affected countries?

The CDC is recommending that any traveler from other countries with outbreaks of
COVID-19 who may have fever, cough, or difficulty breathing, within 14 days after
leaving should call their doctor and self-isolate (Avoid contact with others and not
travel on public transportation while sick.)

How will Public Health monitor travelers who are selfisolated?
With the new travel guidance, Public Health will regularly monitor potential cases to
see if they develop any symptoms or fever. This is the same process we use with
other communicable diseases, such as measles. Public Health will also monitor
contacts for 14 days after the time of their last exposure, after which time they are
free of the risk of developing COVID-19.

What should we do if a child, student, or staff member has
recently traveled to an area with COVID-19 or has a family
member who has traveled to an area with COVID-19?
Review updated CDC information for travelers and consult with state and local health
officials. Health officials may use CDC’s Interim US Guidance for Risk Assessment
and Public Health Management of Persons with Potential Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) Exposure in Travel-associated or Community Settings to make
recommendations. Individuals returning from travel to areas with community spread of
COVID-19 must follow guidance they have received from health officials.
Always check with reliable sources for the up-to-date, accurate information about
novel coronavirus.
 Merced County Department of Public Health
 https://www.co.merced.ca.us/3350/Coronavirus-Disease-2019
 California Department of Public Health (CDPH, State)
 https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/
nCOV2019.aspx
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC, National)
 http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/novel-coronavirus-2019.html
 World Health Organization (WHO, International)
 https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
 United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
 https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus
PLEASE NOTE: This is an evolving situation. More information will be
distributed as it becomes available. For the most up to date information, please visit:
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www.cdc.gov/coronavirus. For additional information, visit www.countyofmerced.com/
coronavirus or call the Department’s information line at (209) 381-1180 (English,
Spanish, Hmong).
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